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Latest Deflection News & Information

Welcome back to our quarterly Newsletter!

Ohio Deflection Association delivers support
around public safety for the health and
wellbeing of those struggling with substance use
and mental health disorders. Through the
development of deflection and pre-arrest
diversion strategies, support tools and
facilitating the education of community
partners providing outreach services. Focusing
on real life challenges with real time solutions
by providing communities with education,
guidance and resources.

2025 ODA Updates:

We had a great 4th Summit in January filled with learning,
networking and fellowship. We hope all that attended
were able to make some new connections.
See more details below:



Ohio Deflection Association 4th Annual
Summit:

The Award Ceremony was a
great way to acknowledge all of
the great work being done by
these amazing teams!

A Mini Grant Awarded to the f = () Dote.

Pickaway County PORT | = e T

An Award for Franklin County
SAFER Station
For their hard work as a Peer-
Led Team




Ohio Deflection Association 4th Annual
Summit:

Where Do We Go
From Here? Using
the Past to Predict
Future Drug Use
Trends

Erin Reed Presenting on
RecoveryOhio’s Overdose
Early Warning Dashboard

Erin Reed, JD
Assistant Policy Director
Office of Governor DeWine

ODA President, Dan Meloy
Presenting during a Breakout
Session

Attendees joining in on
Plenary Session
Presentations



Important Update:

In January 2025, The Ohio Deflection
Association hired an Executive Director.
Tom Fallon will serve as a principal advisor
to the Ohio Deflection Association Board,
guiding all policy matters related to

services, growth and operations. Tom Fallon
tfallon@hcso.org

In response to the overwhelming crisis of overdose deaths in
Hamilton County between 2013 and 2015, Commander Fallon
was entrusted by the Hamilton County Association of Chiefs of
Police to establish a task force that would investigate overdose
deaths, tracing them back to the suppliers and holding drug
dealers accountable.

Additionally, he created and led the Hamilton County Quick
Response Team, a pioneering initiative where law
enforcement officers collaborate with trained navigators to
provide community-based services. These services address
substance use, mental health, homelessness, and other

critical needs.

Commander Fallon has also been working
very closely with the Ohio Deflection
Association Administrative Assistant,
Scotlynn Duff. They will attend many
events in the field this year as well as

hosting regional training events alongside Scb;nn s

our Regional Representatives. odaassociate@gmail.com




Useful Resources:

o~
” RecoveryOhio
‘Chiv

RecoveryOhio’s Overdose Early Warning Dashboard is a
groundbreaking tool designed to predict when
communities may be at heightened risk for a spike in drug
overdoses, so local leaders can take action in time to save
lives.

The first-of-its-kind dashboard draws upon a variety of
data sources to pinpoint ZIP codes at increased risk for
overdoses up to 30 days in advance - providing local

leaders with a critical window for intervention.
Risk Classification [N 2P Code [N  county [N < Classification

Click here for more information



https://data.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/data/view/recoh_od_early_warning?visualize=true

Community Support
Supplies

In 2025, The Ohio Deflection Association started a
new program to further assist Deflection teams
across Ohio, we are taking and fulfilling orders for
community support supplies. Iitems such as
Hygiene Kits, Wound Care Kits, Narcan, Fentanyl
Test Strips, Hand and Body Warmers & Blankets....

UPDATE:

If your team had placed an order this year, we
experienced a procurement delay, the issue was
resolved, and your supplies are on the way! For any
questions or concerns, please contact our
Administrative Assistant, Scotlynn Duff.

odaassociate@gmail.com



Knowledge Hub:

A primary role of the Deflection
Initiative is collecting, providing
access to, and disseminating
information on promising and
best practices. Our newly
launched Knowledge Hub serves
asa
central location for resources,
innovations, and programs that
will promote progress, advance
the field of deflection, and
support teams around the state.
A document repository,
deflection
literature, and local and national
resources can currently be found
on the site.

Sign Up Below:
Deflection ECHO

Knowledge Hub

Sign up for Deflection

News

The Deflection ECHO:

The Deflection ECHO is intended to
build a network and community for
Ohio quick/overdose
response/deflection teams. Medical
first responders, law enforcement,
peers, and treatment
providers, etc are encouraged to join
the monthly one-hour session
designed to share promising
practices amongst one another to
help respond to what teams face in
the field. The hour
includes a brief informational
presentation followed by
consultation time so that teams can
share
scenarios or ask questions and learn
from one another. Sign up now!

DEFLECTION ECHO

1 2 INDIGENOUS COMMUNITIES
AND DEFLECTION
c SHANA MERRICK, MSW, LSW, CDCA
FEB, 2025 CARESOURCE
1 2 TRAUMATIC BRAIN INJURY
AFTER OVERDOSE
CHERYL STAHL, LPCC
MAR, 2025 OHIC DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
MNETWORK
09 RECOVERYOHIO OD EARLY
WARNING DASHBOARD
E'FF.L&NI'E‘%EPOHIO OFFICE OF
APR, 2025 GOVERNOR MIKE DEWINE
1 4 SAFETY FOR MENTAL
HEALTH CLINICIANS
STEVE CLICK
MAY, 2025 OHIO DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC
SAFETY


https://iecho.org/public/program/PRGM169755279569001SGSBE8B7
https://iecho.org/public/program/PRGM169755279569001SGSBE8B7
https://www.neomed.edu/cjccoe/deflection/knowledge-hub/
https://neomed.sjc1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3mvU9oUrGZZNGBg
https://neomed.sjc1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3mvU9oUrGZZNGBg
https://neomed.sjc1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3mvU9oUrGZZNGBg

Operation Bridge

Bridging Recovery & Interdiction Data Gathering Enforcement.

The Ohio Department of Public Safety (ODPS) in collaboration
with other state, local and private entities are driving two
statewide community outreach days called Operation BRIDGE
Days. The focus will be a collaborative effort to identify
resources and build partnerships between law enforcement and
outreach within the community. The goal is to have
participation in all 88 counties in the State of Ohio.

For more information on future operations or if you would like
to participate, please email BRIDGE@dps.ohio.gov.

G Seion Operation BRIDGE Qe Sacomsayonic

2024 TOTAL STATISTICS N

INTERDICTION OUTREACH
SEIZURES
Outreach Contacts 4,829
Cocaine  91.37 grams Methamphetamine  131.4 grams see People Connected to Treatment 70
Marijuana 17 pounds Counterfeit Pills O unit doses Ref I T 2
Fentanyl 336.8 grams RX Pills B unit doses eferrals to Treatment 17
Heroin 30 grams Other** 3 unit doses Naloxone Kits Distributed 2,475
Crack 98 grams Fentanyl Test Strips Distributed 2,301
**Qther: Ecstasy seized Connected with BMV Services™® 155
Traffic Stops Initiated 669
Felony Arrests (Non-Drug Related) 17 |
Felony Arrests (Drug Related) 34 Remaining 2024 Operation BRIDGE Events
A n Misdemeanor Arrest (Non-Drug Related) 12
- | == Misdemeanor Arrest (Drug Related) 16 _
ke Eeris—cie i * Stark County — September 18-19
Criminal Cases Initiated (Non-Drug Related) 15 * Guernsey County — September 24-25
Criminal Cases Initiated (Drug Related) 24 *  Franklin County — October 8-9
Citations lssued 183
F Firearms Seized 5 Devices Submitted for Digital
Forensic Examination

?5-—"1 Warrants Served 48 2 ﬁ


mailto:BRIDGE@dps.ohio.gov

Operation Bridge

Bridging Recovery & Interdiction Data Gathering Enforcement.

In October ODA Board Member and former South-
Central Ohio Major Crimes Unit Commander
Dennis Lowe accepted a new position with Ohio
Department of Public Safety Office of Criminal
Justice Services as the Ohio Drug Task Forces
Liaison and Operation BRIDGE Coordinator. In his
new position Dennis will work closely with Ohio’s
multi-jurisdictional law enforcement task forces
and oversee Operation BRIDGE for the
Department of Public Safety. BRIDGE is a multi-
disciplinary deflection program bringing together
public safety and behavioral/mental health
partners in a coordinated effort to address the
supply of illicit drugs entering communities while
offering community resources and expedited
access to treatment for those with substance use
disorders.

If you would like more information on BRIDGE or

are interested in hosting a BRIDGE event in your
community click the link below to learn more

Click here for more Information



https://ocjs.ohio.gov/law-enforcement-services/bridge

Training Opportunity:

CDC TRAIN

Introduction to Trauma-informed Care
for Post Overdose Outreach Teams:

This is an online course that aims to equip first
responders and post-overdose outreach teams
with the background and tools to implement a
trauma-informed response when interacting
with a person who has experienced an
overdose.

The course is divided into 5 modules. Ali
modules will need to be completed in order to
complete the requirements for course
completion.

Click here for more information on this course:



https://www.train.org/cdctrain/course/1119599/compilation?ACSTrackingID=USCDC_1026-DM137251&ACSTrackingLabel=The%20New%20Trauma-Informed%20Care%20Training%20for%20Post%20Overdose%20Outreach%20Teams%20&deliveryName=USCDC_1026-DM137251

Upcoming Events:

2025 ONIC
Law Enforcement

Drug Summit

Free event for criminal justice
professionals with breakout

sessions covering: M AY 2 8_29

« Investigations
« Intelligence 2025
- Digital Forensics, and
» Laboratory Science

LOCATION:

The Ohio State University, Ohio Union
1739 N. High Street
Columbus, Ohio 43210

"
For more information.




Upcoming Events:

Hamilton County Addiction Response
Coalition 10 year anniversary event

11! Response Coalition

A DECADE OF CHANGE
AND COLLABORATION

Doors Open at 12:30PM
From Emergency to Sustainability: Building a System of Care
Panel | 1:00PM - 2:00PM
Networking Reception | 2:00-2:30 PM
Transforming Grief into Positive Action: Stories of Resilience
and Community Change | 2:30PM - 3:30PM

Click here to register



https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/28x28em/lp/9cb6df69-a1a2-4d40-93ac-343d59a9a1d1
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/28x28em/lp/9cb6df69-a1a2-4d40-93ac-343d59a9a1d1

Upcoming Events:

Prevention Action Alliance
Ohio Alcohol Conference 2025:
Enhancing Prevention Approached
for Underserved Communities

Prevention
Action Alliance

f

MARCH 2025

OEIO ALCO CIOINIHERIEINIGE

Enhancing Prevention Approaches for Underserved Communities

Register Here:



https://preventionactionalliance.org/event/ohio-alcohol-conference-2025/

Available Funding
Opportunities

ODA Mini Grants:

Since the Fall of 2024, the Ohio Deflection Association (ODA) has
awarded $13,000 in funding to support 13 community-based
initiatives and teams through the $1,000 mini-grant program.
These grants have helped strengthen local deflection efforts
across the state.

ODA remains committed to identifying additional funding sources
to sustain this program. However, due to the volume of recent
applications, we are temporarily closing the application process.
Please check this site for updates on future funding
opportunities.

Click Here

OhioMHAS Trauma Informed
Intervention Grants:

The Ohio Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services
(OhioMHAS) releases this Request for Applications (RFA) for the purpose
of soliciting applications from qualified non-profit organizations,
governmental entities, schools, local ADAMHS and Recovery Services
Boards to provide trauma-informed care services that reach families,
organizations, communities and/or regional levels with new innovative
scalable trauma-informed care approaches, best-practices, and
prevention and intervention programs or ideas.

click here for more details



https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/image/upload/mha.ohio.gov/SupportingProviders/ApplyforFunding/FundingOpportunities/2025/RFA-72/TIC_Mini_Innovation_RFA_Legal_Markup_Grants__2.13.25.pdf
https://ohiodeflectionassociation.org/

Available Funding
Opportunities

~ 2 DAVE YOST

OHIO ATTORNEY GENERAL

OPIOID REMEDIATION GRANT APPLICATION
Improving Outcomes for Substance-Addicted Inmates
in Ohio Jails

To overcome the challenges posed by substance-addicted
inmates, Ohio Attorney General Dave Yost will use $60 million in
opioid settlement money negotiated by his office to establish
grants to help counties prioritize addiction treatment in jails and
reduce the number of fatal overdoses. It is important to note that
these grants funds cannot be used to supplant or replace existing
spending on addiction services for inmates. For year one
(Calendar Year 2025), $20 million will be made available to local
jails to create or expand their programming. For year two
(CY2026), $20 million will be available for continuation of the new
or expanded programming. An additional $20 million is being
earmarked for CY2027 to continue support of these programs.
The funds are being placed into an interest-bearing account so
strategic investments can continue to be made in support of
these services.

Follow this link for more information



https://www.ohioattorneygeneral.gov/Files/Forms/Forms-for-Law-Enforcement/2024-12-6-Opioid-Remediation-Grants-App.aspx

